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OWNING A PIECE OF NOSTALGIA JUST OUTSIDE THE HAYES BARTON
NEIGHBORHOOD DRIVES ONE COUPLE TO JUMP IN HEADFIRST.

TEXT BY BLAKE MILLER | PHOTOGRAPHY BY ANNA ROUTH

HOMEDESIGNDECORMAG.COM 51




WHEN THEY BEGAN SEARCHING FOR HOMES,
Jennifer Kerr and her husband, Josh Kmiec, knew what they
wanted. Kerr’s grandparents’ home had been a beautiful
midcentury-modern structure filled with antiques and other
1950s and ’60s pieces that she remembered fondly. So when a
midcentury-modern home just outside of the Hayes Barton neigh-
borhood came on the market, the couple snatched it up quickly.
Built in 1948, the home still featured much of its original
defining architectural details, such as a flat roof, asymmetrical
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profiles, expansive walls of glass, streamlined angular details,
and wood paneling. “So much of this home reminded me of
my grandparents” home,” says Kerr. “And it feels so nostalgic
living in a home that’s so similar to theirs. It’s such a special
thing.” While other homeowners may have razed the home or
completely gutted the interiors, Kerr and Kmiec wanted to keep
every original detail, making cosmetic changes only.

While Kerr has a notable eye for fashion and design, like
many homeowners, she admittedly struggles to pull together a
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TOP: The home is filled with heirloom pieces from Kerr's family, including
the Herman Miller desk chair. Hood paired that piece with a more
modern desk to balance old with new.

BOTTOM: A vintage painting by Jean-Michel Basquiat hangs over the
credenza in the living room off the foyer.

cohesive interior aesthetic. “In the beginning, I had a bunch
of furniture and I was trying to do it all myself; but then I
realized that to make it special, I definitely needed Lauren’s
touch,” she laughs. The couple enlisted the help of designer
Lauren Hood, who had previously worked with Kerr’s sister
on her home. “Ironically, I'd driven past this home so many
times and thought that it would be such a cool project to
work on,” says Hood. “And Jen is super stylish; she’s worked
in fashion, she knows what she likes, she has great taste,
she’s edgy, and she likes color and pattern. Because they
wanted to keep some of the original details of the house, I
could tell they wanted to go midcentury funky.”

Hood began her work in the living room, which lies at
the entrance to the home. “The room is extremely large,
so designing it so that it doesn’t feel sparse was definitely
a challenge,” explains Hood. “We really wanted it to be
a welcoming adult space to entertain, have drinks, and
relax.” Kerr’s mother made the stunning pinch-pleat
draperies that hang from the expansive windows. When
coupled with the custom rug from Eatman’s, the room
immediately feels cozy and welcoming. Hood utilized
some of the couple’s existing midcentury-modern pieces,
such as the vintage chinoiserie chest inherited from Kerr’s
grandparents, and then she layered in newer items like
the curved sofa by CB2 and the Jeanneret lounge chairs by
France & Son that aligned with the home’s existing aes-
thetic. “Jen had things stored down in her basement, like
the Herman Miller desk chair. When I saw it, I was like,
“This is beautiful! Why is this down here?”” laughs Hood.
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The interior design, though, did not come without challenges
for Hood. “All of these rooms were very challenging because
they were either very large and long, or very high,” she explains.
“So we had to create different seating spaces to make them flow,
and we had to be very mindful of furniture placement to make
sure each room flowed seamlessly from the other.” The family
room was one such space where the furniture layout was crucial
to the design. “It’s an oddly shaped room, so we had to be delib-
erate with how we arranged everything,” she says. On one end,
Hood placed a Lee Industries sectional. On the other end she

~

56 HOMEDESIGNDECORMAG.COM

created a cozy seating nook by the fireplace, complete with a
leather chaise by Acme, with the home’s original stacked stone
wall as the backdrop—a perfect spot for reading. The creation of
two separate areas made the room feel more cohesive while uti-
lizing every square foot of the space for gathering.

The dining room, though smaller than the living room
and family room, holds much of the home’s original archi-
tectural details as well. Hood kept the room white to balance
the pattern and color of the adjacent spaces, and took advan-
tage of the existing built-in bookshelves by lining them with



a wallpaper by Cole & Son. The adjoining sunroom kept its
existing stacked stone wall and wood paneling but was trans-
formed into a lounge area, with a bar by Article that can easily
double as a dining table for larger gatherings. “This room is
our favorite in the entire home,” says Kerr. “We love having
everyone there together, entertaining and hanging out. And now
our eighteen-month-old daughter loves to play in there with all
of her toys because it’s so cozy.”

Hood’s ability to mix and match Kerr’s family heirlooms
with vintage finds from 1stDibs, Chairish, and local store
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LEFT & RIGHT: A long dining table by Article serves as the bar in the
former-sunroom-turned-lounge, ideal for entertaining. To warm up the
space, which features its original slate flooring, Hood added the custom
sisal rug from Eatman’s, a leather sofa from One Kings Lane, and lounge
chairs from Anthropologie.
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BELOW: Unlike the rest of the home, the bathroom needed renovating, which Kerr oversaw prior to hiring Hood. The shower and floor tile is from Byrd Tile, the countertops are
from Vose Natural Stone, and the hardware is by Schoolhouse Electric. The sconce is from CB2.

OPPOSITE: The entryway makes an instant statement with its stunning, bold wallpaper by Schumacher. Coupled with the vintage dhurrie rug and console table by West Elm, the
space is welcoming and stylish at once.
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Union Camp Collec-
tive helped keep the
midcentury-modern aes-
thetic consistent from
room to room. “I love and
appreciate vintage furniture
and unusual and quirky
finds, so this project defi-
nitely fed that part of my
soul,” explains Hood. “Jen
and I worked together to
strike a balance between
modern comforts and
staying true to the original
character of the house.”
The home has been
such a fulfilling project
for both Kerr and Hood,
who have always wanted
to work on a timeless
midcentury-modern home.
“There are not a lot of
midcentury homes in the
Triangle, which makes me
sad because I think they’re
beautiful and we should
respect the architecture
instead of tearing it down.
So to work on this home,
especially with someone like
Jen and Josh, who appre-
ciate this architecture, was
just an amazing experience.”
For Kerr, Hood’s ability
to embrace the home’s
existing midcentury per-
sonality and character and
couple it with her pieces
and style was just the thing
she knew she needed (and
got) from enlisting the
designer. “Lauren knew my
style and knew exactly how
to weave that into this home
without overshadowing its
midcentury-modern per-
sonality,” says Kerr. “She
really created the unique,
comfortable home we
always wanted.” ¢
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I "*rl | ||tﬂq\)¢red the primary bedroom in a bold i | oM
” I" | ‘l r ,emerald-green wallpaper by Hygge & L 1 '
‘ ' Hh West. The bedding by Serena & Lily, the ' Wt s it !
[ .|]|i‘|[I | Vintage artwork, and the colorful throw " i,
1 hl- l | [Iowscomplementthe bold wallcovering.
lr” ”| ‘ \OPPOSITE: Hood outitted the playful nursery
I‘H[Ih ||.', | ‘ rth bright, bold colors atop a neutral gray

ckdrdp The bookshelf is from Crate &
‘ qs, the g is from One Kings Lane, and the
ustard -yellow pinch-pleat drapes were
ﬁade by Kerr's mother.
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